
LDA 201 - THEORY & PHILOSOPHY OF THE DESIGNED ENVIRONMENT 

Spring Quarter, 2018, Thursdays 9-11:50am, Hunt 166 
Instructor: David de la Peña, PhD, dsdelapena@ucdavis.edu, 530-902-6080 
Office hours: M & Th 1-3pm by appt: goo.gl/4CJy8Y  
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This seminar will familiarize students with major ideas and thinkers in landscape architecture and 
environmental design. It will include both historical literature and contemporary voices on topics such as 
nature, wilderness, stewardship, place, livability, justice, participation, aesthetics and pluralism. This is a 
graduate level seminar but is open to undergraduate students with permission of the instructor. 

COURSE FORMAT 
The course meets weekly for 3 hours. During this time, we will discuss readings focused on a specific 
theme, and students will be guided in the facilitation of debates or activities that connect the material 
to their own research, experiences, and current practices. Each student will help facilitate 2 class 
discussions. Prior to each class, students will prepare a brief 1-2 page reading response, which will 
include reactions to the readings as well as questions that the readings provoked. The course depends 
on the active engagement of students in the reading materials and discussions, and pedagogically it is 
based on the notion of co-learning rather than a top-down dissemination of knowledge. Each student 
will also write a 4-5000 word research paper on that expands upon the literature and discussions.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the completion of the course, students should be able to: 
- summarize key themes and literature in environmental design theory 
- compare and critique literature and engage in debates around salient issues in the field 
- apply theoretical frameworks to their own research projects and to current practices 
- position themselves and their work as researchers and practitioners within broader discourses in the 
field 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Students are expected to attend all of the weekly class meetings, and to come prepared to contribute to 
discussions. This means having read the materials and submitted a reading response on time. It also 
means arriving to class on time and remaining engaged throughout the class period. Additionally, 
students will prepare research papers for the class, including a preliminary paper proposal, which will be 
due midway through the quarter. The final class period will be dedicated to student presentations of 
their papers, in a style similar to a conference presentation.  

COURSE MATERIALS 
Course readings will be available online via the Canvas site. A printed reader will not be available, but 
students are encouraged to print materials on their own if this is helpful to them. Students should 
consult Canvas for any additional announcements or readings throughout the class. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 
In line with University of California at Davis policy, students are expected to maintain high standards of 
academic honesty. This means that all work that you present as your own must in fact have been done 
by you, and that all sources must be properly cited. Graphics must be credited as well as text. There are 
a number of possible ways to cite information; please refer to standard reference books such as the 

mailto:dsdelapena@ucdavis.edu,
https://goo.gl/4CJy8Y


Chicago Manual of Style or online citation resources available through 
http://www.lib.ucdavis.edu/dept/instruc/ research/cites.php.   If you have any questions about either 
citation procedures or academic honesty, please ask the instructor.  Academic dishonesty may lead to 
the student failing the course or other more serious measures. Please refer to the UC Davis Code of 
Academic Conduct for additional information: http://sja.ucdavis.edu/cac.html 

COUNSELING & WELLNESS 
At times, we can all use help with our mental health. Your instructor is available to help but other 
professionals are better equipped to assist you. Please take advantage of the confidential campus 
services through Student Health and Counseling Services:  http://shcs.ucdavis.edu/  If you are in crisis 
and need urgent care, come to Student Health and Wellness Center. Student Health and Counseling 
Services (SHCS) offers both medical and mental health urgent care services on the first floor of the 
Student Health & Wellness Center during normal hours of operation. For urgent needs (24 hours/day) 
you can call or walk in to speak with an advice/triage nurse (530) 752-2349. The nurse will discuss your 
concerns and determine if urgent care is appropriate.  
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