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Executive Summary

This document is produced by Professor David de la 
Peña and Graduate student Yiwei Huang from De-
partment of Human Ecology at University of California 
Davis. It is based on the former report - the Interna-
tional Garden of Many Colors - supporting a com-
munity food resource through collaborative visioning 
that was published in 2015. The International Garden 
of Many Colors is still vigorous and lively maintained 
by the gardeners from Mutual Housing. However, it 
also faces severe water stress and other issues in the 
recent months. This funding seeking booklet is not 
initiated by the city but rather by the professor, gar-
deners and their supporters. 
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The International Garden of Many Colors, along the 
Niños Parkway, is the property of the City of Sacramento 
and managed by the Department of Parks and Recreation. 
However, the garden itself has been cultivated by the 
gardeners who live in Mutual Housing for twenty years 
since the mid 1990s. The garden is a place of contempla-
tion, serenity, and beauty, or as one gardener puts it, “a 
little piece of freedom in the hood (de la Peña and Cole-
Weiss, 2015).”

Garden Background
CHAPTER 1



8 Garden Background

WHERE IT IS LOCATED..

The International Garden of Many Colors, a lively community garden that is developed by the residents from 
Mutual Housing affordable house, is located just on the north of American River that runs through the heart of 
the city of Sacramento. The garden is located in the residential zone with nearby green spaces, water bodies, and 
walking-accessible food markets. It is at the very end of the planned Ninos Parkway in the city of Sacramento.
This garden, although located beneath giant electrical towers, is a very vigorous place. “In spring, the buzz of the 
power lines above is matched by bees hard at work below; the gladiolas, roses, and irises start to bloom, along-
side growing tomato forests, dense raspberry bushes, and meandering squashes.”(Cole-Weiss and de la Pena, 
2010) On the north of the garden, a path of roses and marigold is greeting visitors who happen to visit this quiet 
neighborhood.

Site Location and Analysis Map. Developed by Student from LDA class. Human Ecology Department, UC Davis.

Images from the International Garden of Many Colors. Pictures by Alex Cole Weiss



9International Garden of Many Colors

WHERE IT IS LOCATED..

The history of the garden dates back to the mid 1990s, before round of levee improvements took place along 
the edge of Garden Highway, and before the affordable housing non-profit took over half of the neighboring 
apartment complex (Cole-Weiss, 2015). Long-time residents and gardeners talk about how the garden evolved 
slowly, over time, mainly through a process of auto-construction. Beginning with a small group of people at the 
far southern end nearest the towers and closest to the affordable housing complex, the area started to gradually 
expand out under the towers and into the parkway as more people wanted to garden (Cole-Weiss, 2015).
The picture above is developed from Google Earth historical satellite images, which shows the gardening slots 
gradually developped from southeast corner until it finally occupied the whole site. 

ETHNICITY INCOMEAGE & SEX 
COMPOSITION

As the name suggests, the gardeners at the International Garden of Many Colors come from diverse place and 
speak multiple languages, including Hmong, Ukrainian, Russian, English, and Spanish. For what are mostly 
women, immigrant, gardeners (Cole-Weiss, 2015).

For their income source, within the River Garden Estates Community, a large portion of the local residetns 
receive financial grant assistance in comparison to those that rely solely on their employment earnings. The com-
munity garden here actually not only provides significant savings on food expenses, but also promotes ideas of 
community and individual self-sufficiency.

Garden Transformation over time. Picture developed by Yiwei Huang. Information from Google Earth Satelite Images.

Gardeners Info and Composition. Image developed by students from LDA class. Human Ecology Department, UC Davis.
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WHAT IT GROWS..

Many gardeners within the 
International Garden of Many 
Colors grow specific crops that 
are in a relation to their ethnic 
backgrounds. You can some-
times find medicinal species 
that are not very common in 
the United States, like black 
currants, sorrel, and fresh 
garbanzo beans. The gardeners 
also grow a variety of edible 
plants for food supply, such as 
beans, cherries, raspberries, 
beets, tomatoes, etc. There are 
also many annual and perennial 
plants just for ornamental use, 
including jasmine, aster, morn-
ing glory, roses, etc. 

Today, the garden supports over 
40 households and it means 
more than a leisure plot for the 
community. The fresh fruits and 
vegetables are primarily grown 
for home consumption and 
preservation, and any surplus 
is generally shared with friends 
and neighbors (Cole-Weiss, 
2010). It represents the labor 
and care they put in, represents 
their passion for food and life, 
and also represents their long-
ings for their origins.

Botanical Survey. Image developed by students from LDA class. Human Ecology Depart-
ment, UC Davis.

Botanical Survey. Image developed by students from LDA class. Human Ecology Depart-
ment, UC Davis.
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Flower trail on the north edge of the garden. Picture by Yiwei Huang.

Roses and Fruit Trees in the garden. Picture by Alex Cole-Weiss.
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VALUES OF THE INFORMAL GARDEN

Historically, International 
Garden of Many Colors (IGMC) 
was given birth by groups of 
the nearby neighborhood. The 
community garden was initially 
intended to feed and support 
new immigrants as their pri-
mary food source. As most 
of the garden property owner 
came from Eastern Europe, it 
was their traditions that have 
been inherited in the context of 
migration. When earliest refu-
gee resided to the community 
in the mid-1990s, they brought 
their entire family with the fear 
of starvation. It was their basic 
hope to harvest reliable food at 
the price they can afford. The 
community garden gave them 
and the younger generation the 
hope that they can grow fresh 
fruits and vegetables in order to 
satisfy the family’s basic needs 
without language barrier or 
insufficient financial resource. It 
was such a fundamental factor 
to the entire refugee communi-
ty that the garden was gradually 
expanded and served over 40 
households today.

 

Among them, many families 
came from Russia and Ukraine 
with a strong tradition of family 
agriculture. They devoted a 
substantial amount of time and 
efforts on farming activities 
even if they came from cities 
to maintain their connection 
to the land. Dacha gardens, a 
Russian style seasonal second 
home and garden, are the orig-
inal paradigm to IGMC. These 
suburban gardens consist of 

The organic form of the International Garden of Many Colors. Image developed by students 
from LDA class. Human Ecology Department, UC Davis.
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clusters of land plots intended to grow 
small amounts of vegetables for food. The 
garden vegetables are hand cultivated with 
simple tools such as spade and water hose. 
Historically Russians and nearby country 
residences believe in the excessive use of 
chemicals in supermarket vegetables. They, 
therefore, prefer to grow food themselves 
and brought the tradition to the United 
States.

 

Traditionally the gardens are randomly clus-
tered in various size and shape, although 
the plots are usually no more than 6,500 
square feet. Because the widespread belief 
in Russian’s definition of equality, each 
household plot was developed based on 
their specific personal and family situation. 
The number of residents in one household 
would determine the plot size, while actual 
skillful working staffs may also be taken 
into consideration. The traditional garden 
has seen a way to be truly self-sufficient 
but not excess to the need of their family. 
Therefore unlike many other community 
gardens around the U.S., IGMC exists in its 
unique patterns and characters represent-
ing garden owners’ cultural history.   

 The informal garden means more than a garden plot for the community. It is part 
of their food supply, it is a symbol for self-sufficient, it is a tradition inherited from 
their ancestors, and it is a sign of healthy living. Picture sources: website
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The garden has several challenges and issues on going. 
Among them, irrigation challenge is the most critical one. 
After the eviction of south part of the garden near electri-
cal tower, the supply of water is also partially cut off by 
Mutual Housing due to City’s requirement. Besides that, 
the pathway of the International Garden of Many Colors 
is not overall connected, which indirectly separate the 
garden into two parts, causing safety issues keep hap-
pening; Thirdly, materials are not utilized in the garden. 
Gardeners use whatever available to build fences, trellis 
structures, and even pathways. Clear design code is nec-
essary to help maintain the garden and makes it better.

Challenges and Issues
CHAPTER 2
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IRRIGATION CHALLENGES

With not enough water supply on site, gardeners 

carry water using bucket from homes;

Water is stored on site which attracts mosquitos;

Not every plot has access to water.

Water/Irrigation is the most critical 
challenge that the International 
Garden of Many Colors is facing 
now.   Today, only four locations 
near the site that have access to 
water - from four 3/4” diameter 
water pipes. Moreover, those 
water pipes, which are owned by 
Mutual Housing, are controlling 
the water hours based on city’s 
requirement. Wednesday and 
Saturday, 9-12 in the morning 
and 2-5 in the afternoon are the 
only time those pipes are usable, 
which are absolutely not enough 
for this 1 acre garden, especially in 
summer time. 

1- Gardeners carry water using 
bucket from homes;
With such limited water supply 
on site, to maintain the living of 
plants and vegetables, gardeners 
start to carry water using water 
bucket directly from their homes.

2-Water is stored on site;
Some gardeners even use large 
water storage tanks to store water 
on site to deal with drought emer-
gency. The water tanks on site are 
trouble-makers since they attract 
mosquitoes. 

3- Not every plot has access to 
water
For the gardeners whose plots are 
close to the water pipes, they have 
the chances to use water hoses to 
transport water into their individ-
ual plots. But the result of that is 
also problematic. When too many 
hoses are installed on a single 
3/4” pipe, the water pressure is 
very low. This case is extremely 
critical in the top half of the gar-
den, where 15 hoses are installed. 
During the three hour slot when 
everyone is trying to water their 
garden, there is almost no one 
could actually get any water.   

Current zone:
Residential zone

Water supply time:
Wednesdays and Saturdays

3 HOURS in Morning
3 HOURS in Afternoons

Top half (one irrigation 
zone):
One water station with 11 
hoses, within those 11, one 
of them even becomes a 
substation that feed 6 plots.

Bottom half (Three 
irrigation zones):
3 water station with 
4 hoses on each 
station

Current water stations and irrigation pipelines. (Estimate*) 
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IRRIGATION CHALLENGES

1, 2 Water Station and Water 
Hoses
3 Water Tank on some plots
4 Water Pipes across the 
pathway
5 Sub distribution of water 
hoses

1

2

4

3

5
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SAFETY&ACCESS CHALLENGES

The outside fence system is not fully-enclosed;

Stealing happens occasionally;

The whole garden is not well connected.

The existing pathway consists 
of informal compact dirt path-
ways to connect from primary 
entry to each garden properties. 
These pathways are non-ADA 
accessible, in which all irrigation 
hose pipes randomly laid along 
paths. Existing pathways also lack 
well-defined edges, which results 
in a situation of encroachment by 
garden operators and invasive 
weeds as flower and vegetables 
seen outside the fence. Existing 
ingress is located on north and 
east boundary of the property and 
singularly extended to garden 
properties on the west. No loop 
trail can be seen on site, as 
operators have to leave the site 
and enter from another location to 
access properties on the south.
Moreover, the current entrances 
on the north side, especially the 
west one, invite outsiders to 
get into the garden and conduct 
stealing. The perimeter fences 
around not being fully enclosed 
nor consistent is also a hidden 
safety issue for on-site working 
gardeners.

During the community meet-
ings, the gardeners are pretty 
concerned about those security 
issues. They want to make sure 
that they can have a sense of safe-
ty when working on the site, and 
the goods they produce can be 
harvested by themselves. Building 
a connected pathway could make 
maintenance much easier, and 
gate certain areas much efficiently. 

Because of the path in-
connectivity, the garden 
split into two separate 
parts.

Current pathway systems and entrances of the garden 
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1, 3 Dirt path with water 
pipelines along fence edge
2  Path is covered by carpet 
in some areas

1

2

3
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DETERIORATION OF MATERIALS

Fences, ground surface, and other elements are 

made of found materials;

Random trellis structures and self-compost sites

Nonuniformity is an asset, but it 
can also cause issues and incon-
venience. On the labyrinthine 
layout, different materials are 
used in front of every single plot. 
Sometimes you can find compact-
ed soil road with grass along both 
sides, while some other times you 
may notice carpet pieces lying 
in some of the paths to suppress 
weeds (Cole-Weiss, 2010). Fences 
have even more variations. The 
fence styles vary from small white 
picket posts to repurposed metal 
bedsprings (Cole-Weiss, 2010).

Many, though not all, of the plots, 
are fenced off from one another 
and are gated and locked. Plots in 
the IGMC also differ significantly 
in size; a few are as small as 20 by 
20 feet, while others are as large 
as 120 by 40 feet. Many of the gar-
deners maintain their own com-
post piles in their plots. Gardeners 
who grow raspberries, blackber-
ries, grapes, and cucumbers often 
have permanent trellising struc-
tures, which range from simple 
sticks to elaborate arbors. Stuffed 
animals serve as scarecrows in 
one plot, while in another a gar-
dener battles gophers by putting 
old soda cans on sticks to rattle in 
the wind (Cole-Weiss, 2010).

The existing community garden 
fence consists of numerous formal 
and informal materials, including 
wood pickets, mattress spring 
frame, scrap metals and other 
combinations. These barriers are 
primarily used to indicate property 
boundary, and to prevent outside 
people encroach into the garden. 
The poor quality of these fences, 
however, requires improvement 
along the primary pathway to 
achieve public safety goal. 

Current fence materials used in the garden. (Estimate*) 
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1 Temporary materials are 
used for fences
2  Gated Steeled plot
3  Trellising structures for 
fruits
4 Nonuniformality as an asset 
can also brings challenges

1

2

3

4
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Several design/intervention suggestions are proposed in 
regards to the challenges that the International Garden 
of Many Colors were facing. All proposals listed have 
two phases at least in order to meet financial limitations 
accordingly. Suggestions include the relocation/replace-
ment of irrigation system that guarantees water access 
for every individual plot; the connection of pathways that 
may promote safety; the planning of common working 
spaces for possible community engagement; and the 
guidelines for fence options that collaborate with other 
education agencies.

Design/Intervention
suggestions

CHAPTER 3
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DESIGN SUGGESTIONS - IRRIGATION

EXISTING INIQUITY

The objective of garden irrigation 
is to provide affordable and easy-
to-maintain irrigation system that 
will serve all properties within the 
garden area. Water meter, connec-
tion and extension pipe, pressure 
pump, backflow protector, and 
hoses shall be carefully designed 
to allow least educated gardener 
understand and operate without 
confusion.

The picture on the left is showing 
the existing irrigation zones, water 
station locations, and irrigation 
pipeline directions (estimate). 
The south part of the garden is 
relatively sufficient with water, 
with three water stations that have 
water supplies. The north part 
is obviously under water stress, 
where almost 30 plots are relying 
on one single water station. 

Existing irrigation zones, water stations and irrigation pipelines. (Estimate*) 

Existing Pictures in four different zones

The last water station 
need to feed almost 30 
garden plots

6 plots

6 plots

6 plots
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PHASE 1

The overall garden irrigation 
system will be subdivided into 
four irrigation zones. Each zone 
shares one point of connection 
from main water pipe located 
along east side of the boundary. 
Irrigation zone consists of 10 to 
18 garden properties with various 
area. ¾” diameter PVC pipe and 
elbow will be applied to connect 
from main water supply and each 
property. To ensure all garden re-
ceived a minimum water pressure 
of 40 PSI (or local municipal code 
requirement), additional pressure 
pump may be added at the point 
of connect.

Depend on the fundraising 
progress, the garden irrigation 
system will be implemented by 
two phases. The initial phase will 
adaptively reuse existing hoses 
on site to allow garden owners 
to have access to water supply 
during the construction. One 
water station will be relocated 100 
feet north and become the point 
of connect for irrigation zone 3. 
This adjustment will re-balance 
the load on each water station 
as to provide similar water pres-
sure even to the furthest garden 
property.With small budget, a relocation of one of the water stations and hoses add-up 

can relieve contemporary water stress

Example Image of phase 1 irrigation method (left: water station design option; right: Manually watering method)

Proposed four irrigation zones. Each zone shares one point of connection from 
main water pipe located along east side of the boundary

13 plots

10 plots

10 plots

19 plots
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DESIGN SUGGESTIONS - IRRIGATION

PHASE 2

When funding is in place, a set of 
durable ¾” diameter PVC pipes 
will replace existing water hoses. 
One PVC main pipe and its lateral 
line will provide the capacity of 
6 to 7 water hoses that currently 
on site. These PVC pipe systems 
are designed not to encroach 
garden property, yet provide a 
single consistent line of water that 
supplies all properties within the 
zone. Apply durable 3-way PVC 
elbow at each turning area with 
waterproofing tape. All main pipe 
and lateral lines shall be placed at 
public area to allow easy access 
for maintenance purpose.    

Proposed irrigation system that reaches every individual plot

Example Images (from left to right): Irrigation valve; spliting pipelines; possible drip system installation for individual plot.
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INSTALLATION EXAMPLE

1- Every plot will have its individual water outlet hose
2- Gardener can install drip system within their individual plot without interfering with others
3- Neat layout and easy to manage in the future
4- The irrigation system completely follow the path, meaning does not interfere any farming area

ROUGH OPINIONS OF COST

BENEFITS

IRRIGATION Project
Purchase 

Items
Average material 

cost
Required 
quantity

Phase 1
Water station 

relocation

Iron? Pipe ~ $2 per 1ft 100 linear ft

Backflow 
prevention 

valves
$20 1

Phase 2
Layout PVC 

irrigation 
network

3/4"PVC 
pipes

$8 per 20ft 1400 linear ft

"L" elbows $12 for 8 pieces 16

"T" elbows $18 for 8 pieces 16

PVC Tee 
Adpter

$4 40

Manifold $16 for 4 hoses 2

Estimate Total Cost 1548 +

Total material 
cost

Average labor 
cost

Total cost

$200 $100 $300 

$20 $10 $30 

$560 $280 $840 

$24 $12 $36 

$36 $18 $54 

$160 $80 $240 

$32 $16 $48 
20% 

i
= 1857.6

Install process (from left to right): connecting to the water supply; Fit the lateral line; Attaching the optional drip irrigation

Material examples (from left to right): pvc pipelines, irrigation shut off valves, mainfold, connector, T shape elbow
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DESIGN SUGGESTIONS - PATHWAYS

CONNECTION

Pathway improvements will 
include path pavement upgrade, 
extended connectivity, and a clear 
directional corridor to each garden 
parcels. The initial funding will be 
allocated to bring singular path-
way system to a loop network. 
This allows different garden oper-
ators to communicate and interact 
without barriers. Compacted dirt 
will be applied to initial trail exten-
sion, and when additional funding 
is available, decomposed granite 
pavement will be introduced to 
the ADA garden plot area. All 
pathway edges shall apply steel or 
concrete edging with a maximum 
setback of 2’ to the fence. Edging 
will be designed to prevent DG 
material washed over to private 
garden properties. Both existing 
and extended pathway shall be 
proposed to allow two equipment 
carts moving parallel together. 

remove the existing 
northwestpathway

Add southwest 
access control

Existing Pictures of garden pathways

Proposed pathway that connects the entire garden



29International Garden of Many Colors

1- More sense of security within the community, and limit the exterior accesses;

2- Better internal circulation system for gardeners and maintenance staff;

3- Better access for irrigation system and other public facility management.

ROUGH OPINIONS OF COST

BENEFITS

PATHWAY Project
Purchase 

Items
Average material 

cost
Required 
quantity

Phase 1

Add pathway 
extension - 

compact dirt 
d

Earthwork ~ $2 per 1ft 400 linear ft

Phase 2
ADA 

decomposed 
granite road

Earthwork 
and Material

~ $20 per 1ft 300 linear ft

Total material 
cost

Average labor 
cost

Total cost

$800 included $800 

$6,000 included $6,000 

Example Pictures of Decomposed granite pavement and ADA plots.
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DESIGN SUGGESTIONS - PERIMETER & FENCES

ART + PLANTS

During the site observation, vegetables and flowers are unofficially 
planted outside the fence. As part of the overall site improvements, 
the fence upgrade shall delineate a clear planting zone for each garden 
owners. No more than 6 inches space is allowed between the edge of 
the pathway and fence.

The aesthetic value of the fence will also be included in the improve-
ment process. Painted wood pickets will be introduced along primary 
pathway. Graphics or signage information will also be incorporated 
in order to provide additional wayfinding to the public. When space 
allows, the fence can be further developed into vertical planting walls. 
Vegetables, succulents, and other ornamental plants can be grown on 
containers hanging on the fence. Fence installation and graphic painting 
shall closely collaborate with local school district as to promote volun-
teer efforts, public involvement, and social impact. Appropriate painting 
material will allow fence graphics to be seasonal changed. Overall, the 
community garden fence system will provide warm colored, welcoming 
character to the public.

1- Meet two criterias at the same time - artistic and safety

2- Transparent, easy to grow plants, and separate the spaces efficiently

3- Easy to find parterships

Public and private schools

Art Studios and freelance artists

BENEFITS

POTENTIAL PARTERSHIP
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DESIGN SUGGESTIONS - WORKING SPACE

THREE SPACES

Three working spaces will be 
proposed with various function 
and programs, depending on each 
location. The north east common 
spaces will serve as primary entry 
and threshold area. An entry way-
finding sign will be proposed to 
replace the existing signage. This 
signage structure will be designed 
with similar character as all other 
structures on site, including the 
raised planting bed, seating, and 
storage shed. All bulletin informa-
tion will also be posted on the sig-
nage, as to facilitate anyone who 
enters the community garden. 
Seating area is located on west of 
the primary pathway, consisting 
with sturdy wooden benches and 
overhang shade. The orientation 
of seating area shall be carefully 
studies to avoid exposure to the 
mid-summer afternoon sun. A 
trash collecting area will also be 
provided which regulates all gar-
den owners to recycle materials to 
a concentrated place. 

The middle common space is 
designed to serve nearby garden 
properties. Along with the primary 
pathway, a semi-enclosed pergola 
will provide shade and resting 
spaces to the public. A secondary 

trash collecting area will be 
designated to reduce walking 
distance. In addition, this working 
area provides compost station to 
collect leaves and other degrad-
able materials.

Phase 1
Common 
working space

Common working Space 1:
Signage/Bulletin board 
+ Flower beds 
+Compost Areas 
+ Trash collection 
+ shed for resting and vegeta-
ble work

Space 2:
Working pergola 
with water access
+Trash collection
+Compost Areas
+Communitymain-
tained vines

Space 3:
Resting
+Tool 
Collecting
+Compost
+Trash
Collection

Phase 2
ADA garden plot

1

2

3

Proposed common working places and ADA garden plots

1- Meet two criterias at the same time - artistic and safety

2- Transparent, easy to grow plants, and separate the spaces efficiently

3- Easy to find parterships

Public and private schools

Art Studios and freelance artists
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Pergola 1 - Shading, sitting, and watering

Pergola 2 - Frame and Signage

Pergola 3 - Storage and sitting

Flower beds 

Trash bins

Compost

Pergola 1

Common Working space 1

Trash bins
Compost

Pergola 1

Pergola 2

Common Working space 2

Trash bins

Compost

Pergola 3

Common Working space 3
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WORKING 
SPACE

Project
Purchase 

Items
Average material 

cost
Required 
quantity

Phase 1
Working 

Space 
structures

Wood

~ $500 for shed  
~$1000 for gate   
~$3000 for large 

working staion

optional

Phase 2
ADA garden 

plots
Raised bed

$30 - $1000 
depending on 

material
17

Total material 
cost

Average labor 
cost

Total cost

$0-$5000
partnership  
/volunteer

$0-$5000

$510 - 
$17000

included
$510 - 

$17000

PLAN AND STRUCTURES

ROUGH OPINIONS ON COST

The last common space is located at southmost entry. As the total area is much less than previous two common 
spaces, it will be designed with limited seating and garden plots. However, this common space shall provide 
the third trash collecting and composting area to serve all south garden property owners. An additional wooden 
structure will be designed to provide garden tool storage. All three common spaces shall be designed to achieve 
low maintenance, simple structure, and consistent character throughout the site.

1- Much more convenient for gardeners to clean/work on their vegetables 

2- Common working spaces provide community interaction places

3- Great opportunities to connect outside yet still have a great level of privacy and self-maintenance

4- Give an example of ADA plots for future possible rise of usings

BENEFITS
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There are many funding resources available for gardeners 
to promote their gardening conditions. In general, four 
categories are mentioned to be the main resouces, which 
are: The City of Sacramento, Grant opportunities, collect-
ing gardeners’ fee, and private and company donations

Next Steps
CHAPTER 4
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NEXT STEPS AND STRATEGICS

The recommended procedures that follows up this report will be:
1- Accept Design guidelines
2- City acknowledgement and consistent policy
3- Garden Board Committee enforcemanagement
4- Seek funding sources

A number of funding sources could help implement plan recommendations.

1- City of Sacramento
The city of Sacramento offers “Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone Contract“, and other urban farm benefiting 
programs. The detail of Urban Agriculture Incentives can be found in the following website:
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/Community-Development/Planning/Long-Range/Urban-Agriculture/Tax%20In-
centives%20for%20Urban%20Agriculture

2- GRANTS
ACGA
SeedMoney is a great way to catapult a garden’s sustainable fundraising plan. They are offering 125 $400 grants 
this year. 75 of these will “Challenge Grants” awarded to the first 75 projects that are able to raise $600 via their 
crowdfunding pages during SeedMoney’s 30-day challenge period running from November 15 to December 15. 
The other 50 will be “Merit Grants” that are more like traditional grants that don’t require that groups raise any 
funds of their own. Projects that don’t win Challenge Grants will automatically be considered for Merit Grants. 
Groups get to keep whatever funds they raise via their crowdfunding page whether or not they reach their fund-
ing target.

NGA awards Youth Garden Grants to schools and community organizations with child-centered garden programs. 
Website: http://grants.kidsgardening.org/garden-grants
Goal of the Farmer Grant program

The goal of the Farmer Grant program is to develop, refine, and demonstrate new sustainable techniques and to 
explore innovative ideas developed by farmers across the region. Farmer Grant projects should seek new knowl-
edge other farmers can use and address questions that are directly linked to improved profits, better steward-
ship, and stronger rural communities.

Funds can be used to pay farmers for their time, for project-related materials, for project costs like consulting 
fees or soil tests, and for any communications or outreach expenses associated with telling others about project 
results.

Project Orange Thumb is a community garden grant program that provides tools and resources to help commu-
nities reach their goals for collaboration, neighborhood beautification, and healthy, sustainable food sources. 
Fiskars has provided over $1.6 million to more than 180 community groups since the program started in 2002. 
The application is open to non-profit organizations in North America late in the year and grant recipients are 
announced in spring of the following year.

The Awesome Foundation is now taking applications for its $1,000 microgrants to further awesomessness in the 
universe. Check out your city’s chapter and see what initiatives they’re looking for then apply!  Every month, one 
microgrant will be given for an awesome idea. The more inventive the better.
OCIA International (Organic Crop Improvement Association) offers grants in the range of $300 to $1,500 for or-
ganic research, organic education, and other ideas supporting organic agriculture. Projects must benefit multiple 
producers, processors and/or consumers. There may be limitations on the number of grants given within any one 
region.   
    
California small community and faith based organization grants
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NEXT STEPS AND STRATEGICS

EPA Environmental Education Grants
Under the Environmental Education Grants Program, EPA seeks grant proposals from eligible applicants to 
support environmental education projects that promote environmental awareness and stewardship and help pro-
vide people with the skills to take responsible actions to protect the environment. This grant program provides 
financial support for projects that design, demonstrate, and/or disseminate environmental education practices, 
methods, or techniques.

The grants are part of the larger GRO1000 Gardens and Green Spaces Program, which is Scotts Miracle-Gro_s 
commitment to create more than 1,000 community gardens and green spaces by 2018, the company_s 150th an-
niversary. The grants are up to $1,500 and any non-profit organization that is helping to foster community spirit 
and public service is eligible to apply.

The goal of the Environmental Sustainability program is to promote sustainable engineered systems that support 
human well-being and that are also compatible with sustaining natural (environmental) systems. These systems 
provide ecological services vital for human survival. Research efforts supported by the program typically con-
sider long time horizons and may incorporate contributions from the social sciences and ethics. The program 
supports engineering research that seeks to balance society’s need to provide ecological protection and maintain 
stable economic conditions.

More details can be found on the following website:
https://peoplesgarden.usda.gov/funding-resources

UCANR
The UC ANR Matching grants program will provide cash resources to develop and submit for external funding 
support of research, outreach or training efforts in response to requests for proposals from a grantor that stipu-
lates a matching funds requirement.
Proposed projects must be within the scope of the ANR Strategic Vision. All ANR academics with PI status are 
eligible to apply. Proposals will be accepted at any time, as the opportunities present themselves. Proposals will 
be submitted to the Associate Vice President and reviewed by the ANR Strategic Initiative Leaders and two ANR 
Vice Provosts. Because we recognize that these are time-sensitive projects, the review process will take no more 
than one month.
Requests for matching funds will be no more than three pages in length and must include a link to the request 
for proposals, a justification indicating why it is appropriate for UC ANR to provide the cash match, description of 
the project (study design, educational framework/audience, training program, etc.) and detailed budget. Requests 
of up to a 1:1 cash match will be considered. No awards will be made until a contract between the grantor and 
UC ANR is executed. In addition to any reporting required by the grantor, all projects will require a final report 
with stated outcomes/impacts or anticipated outcomes/impacts. A final report to the grantor may be substituted 
if the final report contains outcome/impact information.
ANR will provide a limited pool of funds for this grant program on an annual basis. The pool of funding will be 
managed to insure year-round availability for timely projects.
Hunter Water

Organisations planning a water sustainability or education project can now apply for funding through Hunter 
Water’s Sustainability Grants program.
The grants are one-off financial contributions towards initiatives that save water, protect the environment or 
teach the importance of water.
Hunter Water’s Manager Environment and Sustainability Angus Seberry said the grants were part of a long term 
plan to protect the local environment and drinking water supply.
“These grants will support grass-roots projects regardless of whether they deliver immediate or long term envi-
ronmental benefits.
“Projects may involve making community gardens more water efficient via rainwater irrigation, while others 
could be teaching pre-school children about how important water is to life. Even projects that enhance conserva-
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tion and beautify public spaces like parks will be considered.
“The projects Hunter Water support bring water conservation to the forefront of the community, whether that’s 
through education or a specific environmental project.
“One of last year’s recipients was Woodberry Men’s Shed, which used a grant to install a rainwater tank at a com-
munity garden in Woodberry. The tank is now used to irrigate fresh fruits and vegetables used to provide food for 
kids who forget their lunch,” he said.
Some of last year’s other projects included:
The Art and Science of Our Wonderful Water education project - Newcastle Museum
Sustainability for Life mini farm project - Gresford Public School
From Streets to Beach mural project - Holy Family Primary School
Water Wise bottle refill hub - Hunter TAFE Student Association
Applications are open until 9 June and grants are valued at up to $5,000.

Community Impact Grants
The Home Depot Foundation offers grants, up to $5,000, to IRS-registered 501c designated organizations and 
tax-exempt public service agencies in the U.S. that are using the power of volunteers to improve the physical 
health of their community. Grants are given in the form of The Home Depot gift cards for the purchase of tools, 
materials, or services.
Our primary goal is to provide grants and volunteer opportunities to support the renovation, refurbishment, ret-
rofitting, accessibility modifications, and/or weatherization of existing homes, centers, schools and other similar 
facilities.
Grant Guidelines
•Only IRS-registered 501c designated organizations and tax-exempt public service agencies (e.g. Police/Fire 
Departments) in the U.S. are eligible to apply. (Proof of this status will be required on the application in the form 
of an IRS Determination Letter, Form 990, or W9.)
•Grants must support work completed by community volunteers in the U.S.
•Projects must be completed within six months following notification that the grant has been awarded.
•Grants are solely given in the form of The Home Depot gift cards for the purchase of tools, materials, or services 
up to $5,000.
•Organizations who have received funding through The Home Depot Foundation’s Community Impact Grant Pro-
gram must wait 12 months after notification of award before applying for additional grants through this program.
•Organizations must be in existence for at least one year.
•Organizations should be willing to submit stories and pictures of the project upon completion.

Proposals for the following community improvement activities will be considered:
•Repairs, refurbishments, and modifications specific to ADA compliance or safety regulations to low-income and/
or transitional housing, or community facilities (schools, community centers, senior centers, etc.)
•Weatherizing or increasing energy efficiency of low-income and/or transitional housing, or community facilities
•Engage community members as volunteers to help other veterans in their community through service projects 
focusing on the renovation, repair and improvement of homes and other properties:
The Home Depot Foundation’s Community Impact Grant Program DOES NOT make grants to support the follow-
ing:
•Nonprofit organizations that have been in existence for less than one year
•Churches and religious organizations whose improvement project primarily serves their congregation and not 
the overall community
•Scholarships or other direct support to individuals or families
•Fraternal, political, labor, athletic or social organizations, civic clubs, candidates or projects
•Fundraising sponsorship or prizes for events such as conferences, festivals, dinners, sports competitions, art 
exhibits, fundraisers (e.g. dinners, walks/runs/relays, golf tournaments and auctions)
•Requests for The Home Depot’s Kids Workshop kits and/or aprons
•Capital campaigns, endowments or endowed chairs
•Film, music, television, video or media production projects or broadcast underwriting
•Goodwill advertising or marketing
•Any other support that does not meet the IRS’s definition of a charitable purpose. 
We are now accepting applications for the Community Impact Grants program.
This is a rolling application process. You will receive a decision on your application within six weeks of submis-
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sion. The last day to submit applications in 2017 is December 31st.

3- Gardener Fee
To maintain the facilities and common spaces that are proposed in the garden, a gardener’s fee can be collected 
during regular meetings. The number of dollar amount can be calculated based on either the square footage of 
the garden slot that one is occupying, or by a set amount determined by both the Mutual Housing associates and 
all gardeners. 

4- Company donations 
Possible donations can be reached to cover the material cost of improving garden conditions. The companies that 
provide related programs of supporting community garden supplies are, but not limited to, Rainbird, Hunter, and 
Home Depot.


