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special thanks
Special thanks to all the faculty and staff at the Feminisit Research
Institute (FRI), especially Sarah for her continuous involvement
and contributions to the project.
A huge shoutout to David, Deedee, and Kaylie for their valuable
feedback, continual support, and great energy through the whole
design process.
It was a pleasure working with you all and we appreciate all the
work you have done for our project.
We hope that this booklet inspires you to continue the design of
the space and it gives you what you need to take the next steps in
making this project a reality.

introduction
-feminist history - indigenous lands feminist research institute-

feminist
feminist
history
feminist history
history
In the mid-19th century came the backdrop of philosophers of the enlightenment period that questioned
the power structure of monarchs and the equality
among men. Women started to organize in Europe
and in the United States of America. Lucreiza Mott
and Elizabet Stanton were pioneering feminist
orgnizers in the USA.
In the Seneca Fall convention 1848, a Declaration of
Rights and Sentiments was issued, modeled by the
Declaration of Independence. The declaration states...
"We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men
and women are created equal; that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their powers from the consent of the
governed."
Notably, women achieved the right to vote in 1920.

indigenous
indigenous land:
land:
patwin
patwin tribe
tribe
before any Europeans. The tribe reaped the bountiful
resource from the banks of the Sacramento River and
oats were consumed. Fish like salmon, perch and trout
were caught as well as deer, elk and antelope were
hunted. The territory of the Patwin is considered west
of the Sacramento River organized in predominantly
river villages.
During the winter months ceremonial dances were performed for days. Dancer would wear Headdresses and
body paint during performances. Roles of dancers emulated deer, birds and Grizzly Bears.
The Patwin Tribe among other California native tribes
were subject to a racist patriarchal system. This diminished the important decision making roles that native
women had in their tribes. The subordination of women
, social constructs private property, and ownership was
imposed onto the California Natives.
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feminist
research
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feminist research
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instituite, uc davis, ca
“

we create more impactful and accurate knowledge by combining a commitment to social

and gender justice with contextualized methodologies” - FRI

The Feminist Research Institute (FRI) provides sponsorships and funds for events that contribute to the promotion of feminist research at UC Davis. The FRI supports collaborative, transdisciplinary projects. They foster an approach to feminism that creates
new questions, new methodologies, and engage new audiences across all disciplines. They believe in creating a future of justice
and inclusivity through knowledge base intersectional research. This paradigm shift excavates the power of hierarchies and triggers social interactions. The FRI is located in the Sustainable Living and Learning Communities (SLLC). The FRI has recently
moved into this community in Fall of 2019. They are still building relationships with their surrounding communities. These communities include the Information & Educational Technology (IET), the Student Living & Learning Communities (SLLC) and the Domes.
As explained by the FRI, “Feminist futures imagine and seek to create a better world. To do this, we must study the world as it is to
better understand how systems of oppression operate. Feminist futures move between studying, dreaming, and doing. We study
the world with a critical lens cut by encounters with oppression and polished by hope for a better future. We dream of a world of
thriving, rather than precariousness. And we take action to bring those visions to fruition. Feminists of color along with indigenous
and queer scholars, social justice scientists, writers, and artists all recognize the importance of envisioning the world toward
which we want to grow. Their work draws upon histories of resistance in order to engage in forward-looking speculative practices
that often challenge traditional models of progress and innovation.”

our project
-site map - site analyses - mapping project goals-

We had the opportunity to work with the Feminist Research Institute (FRI) to design an inviting
and inclusive healing space for members of the UC Davis community. We are a group of seven
Sustainable Environmental Design students and one Landscape Architecture student, who
were given the task to imagine a space that aligned with feminist values. Our site is located off
of Orchard Park Drive in Davis, CA. The site plans below detail the existing site before design
implementations, including dimensions and proximity to neighboring sites.

existing fri building

site
site map
map

fri building

site
site analysis
analysis -- sketches
sketches
- Week two we met with the Associate Director of the FRI, Sarah McCullough and surveyed the existing exterior environment surrounding the Feminist Research Institute. Along with Sarah, we developed key themes of the site
based on the set ideals and goals from FRI staff and our initial analysis -
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site
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images

exteriorfacade
facade
exterior

- We continued out site analyses into week 3,
taking pictures of the exterior of the site. We focused heavily on landscaping as well as the
facade of the building. Documentation of the site
included more reference and before images. -

site
siteanalysis
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map
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power and
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concept
concept mapping
mapping
- We continued the site analysis project by creating different interations of maps that revealed the main physical and moral themes throughout the site and within
the FRI. These maps included physical site analysis
maps, tracking relationships like sun and neighboring
structure relationships. Other maps focused on how
the values of the FRI and the larger Davis community
could be represented in the space. -

concept
conceptmap
map

entity
entitymap
map

project details
and goals

healing garden

pathways

- We were given the opportunity to work along the Feminist Research
Institute (FRI) to design an inviting and inclusive healing space for
members of the UC Davis community. We are a group of seven Sustainable Environmental Designs students and one Landscape Architecture student. The need for out client was to create a space that
aligned with feminist design and ideals. Over the course 3 months we
designed several drafts for the space, beginning with discussing project goals, roles, and developing themes and ideals for the space -
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-meeting on site - fri building model community modeled design-

meeting with the domes and sllc - week 2

#feministfuture research symposium - week 3

meeting
meeting
on-site
meeting on-site
on-site
the opportunity to meet with Sarah and other FRI staff, as well as the
neighboring communities like the Domes and SLLC to work on and
off the site and learn more about what the FRI does and participate in
their research events -

landscaping exterior pathway - week 5

fri
fri building
building model
model
- Our group decided to build a 3D model of the FRI building and the surrounding space in order to engage with our community. We wanted members of the FRI and neighboring communities to design their own ideas of what the FRI could be.
We used cardboard to build our model, drawing surrounding infrastructure with marker. We used materials, such as clay,
wire, cardboard, paper and wool to represent trees, plants, bushes, hedges, rocks, benches, mulch, gravel, and planters.
Once the 3D model was complete, we walked over to the FRI to deliver the model to Sarah. We waited a week for responses from the community. We hoped that by allowing members of the community to participate in the design process, as experts, a space could be designed that everyone would be proud of, and enjoy. -

model building

building model in fri space
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design one

design two

design three

-FRI staff and local community members took pictures of their designs and
sent them to a member of our group.
Common design themes were noted.
Mulch was a popular material for placement in front of the FRI building. Members of the community liked the idea of
having some type of garden located
next to the building, with some vegetation along the side of the building.
Having seating somewhere in the space
was another common theme. In addition, we had the opportunity to speak to
a tea expert, Harold Linde, and gain
some insight on how we could successfully build a tea garden. He recommended different types of tea and soil that
would thrive in Davis’ changing climate,
and advised on the location of the tea
garden, and the amount of care needed
to maintain it. The overall results of our
activity have allowed our group to
create several design phases that will
be executed over a period of time. -

design phase
one
-landscaping, pathway, succulent rock
planting pallet - communitea-

phase
phase one:
one:

Lorem ipsum

landscaping, pathway, succulent rock garden

- As a group, we decided to divide the project into different phases with respect to what can be done now within our given timeframe
to what the FRI would look like in the near future. For phase 1 our plans consisted of planting succulents, native plants, tea seeds and
lemon trees in the front space of the FRI. We wanted to ensure that some design elements were physically implemented into the front
space, and thus we concluded that some minor landscaping would be a good starting point in the design process. Some of the native
plants we chose included the Wayne Roderick daisy, California mountain lilac, orange cape fuchsia and cascade creek California goldwalking in that area. In addition, some of the succulents we chose included echeveria elegans, echeveria black prince, haworthiopsis
attenuata, and aristaloe aristata. Similar to the native plants, the succulents we chose are native to California, thrive in Davis’ weather
natural designated path for community members to use.
During our initial visit to the FRI we discovered that Davis’ locals would create their own path to get to the community gardens behind
the FRI. Therefore, it was important that we had a designated path to reduce further damage to the natural landscape. Moreover, a
rock garden on top of the succulents created an inviting space for visitors and FRI members to enjoy. It is a space where the FRI can
host events, and it can be used as an aesthetic feature. Sarah also gave us planters to use, and we decided to include a tea garden
the community participation section, we chatted with Harold about tea suggestions and we decided on include tea names here. We
for phase 1 was planting lemon Meyer trees. Sarah really liked the idea of having lemon trees and we thought they would pair nicely
with the tea garden. Two lemon trees were planted. The goal was for the trees to provide some shade for the building in the future
while satisfying Sarah’s wishes of having lemon trees. We planted one beside the native plants and the other near the succulents to
solidify the walkway path into the community garden. With our given timeline, we were fortunately able to purchase all the necessary
items to complete phase 1, and set the foundation for the following phases. -

Concept Images: At the beginnings of each phase, we started by developing rough concept images and ideas that helped us to guide our design directions.
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exterior landscaping
and rock garden

phase
phase one:
one: planting
planting pallet
pallet
- For Phase One Sarah, the FRI staff, and many of the community members that we spoke to about their design
wants for the spaces stressed the need for an increase in landscaping that both increased curb appeal and created
social gathering spaces for both FRI staff and potential visitors to the space. We focused heavily on native and
drought tolerant plants, as well as matching the colors of blooms and leaves to the FRI logo colors, as detailed
below. -

phase
phase one:
one: communiTEA
communiTEA
ful gesture was not forgotten. The simple offering of tea brewed a sense of comfort, familiarity, and comradery that is key
when tackling issues of sexism, injustice, and pain. When we visited the FRI’s event “Feminist Futures”, the guests were
offered tea and beverages as a gesture of comfort and familiarity. Our client had mentioned that the FRI often enjoys having
community within the FRI – and this would be incorporated into the outdoor space.
The idea of having a tea
garden stemmed from
these interactions, and as
we continued to discuss a
healing garden, the idea of
using your senses as a
grounding tool was
brought up. Taste and
smell can be both grounding, comforting, and nostalgic. Tea and many of the
herbal plants that are
used in teas are the perfect medium to explore
these senses and calm the
body and mind. Having an
area that grows ingredients for tea gives the
FRI’s space a unique and
meaningful green space.
The idea that the FRI’s
community interactions
could be brought out into
the garden space and be
centered around tea are
also a key part of the tea
garden. By growing the
ingredients for tea, the
care, harvesting and creation of tea with the
plants becomes a community actively that involves
and promotes interactions that were already taking place at the FRI (drinking tea both alone and with others).
Overall, the CommuniTea garden incorporates the current habits of the FRI users with the desire to have a healing space
that also engages the community. By being wiTea (witty) about the tea garden, it also doesn’t take itself too seriously –
fun and be creative. At the end of the day, it’s a space that upholds the ideals of the FRI, feminism, and community development, bringing together thoughts and ideals to make a space that holds meaning for all.

design phase
two
-landscaping, pathway, lighting, seating - site
design - bloom seasonality -

phase
phase two:
two:

landscaping, pathway, lighting, seating

- Due to the time constraints of the project, we decided that phase 2 could potentially be accomplished in the spring quarter. We plan to conduct major landscaping such as removing some of the trees on the property and introducing native trees
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create some type of gathering space. We felt that having a built-in seating area beside the ramp
ramp would accomplish these objectives. In terms of
healing space, it felt natural to place a bench under the tree to create
would accomplish these objectives. In terms of healing space, it felt natural to place a bench under
the tree to create a private space for people to reflect and enjoy being in a safe space. The final
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are still unknown, they will be drought resistant, tolerant to shade and require little maintenance. The main focus of phase 2
is to ensure that the elements of safety, healing and inclusivity are achieved. -
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exterior landscaping

railing entrance and front pathway

site plan

exterior garden, lemon trees, and planter boxes

phase
phase two:
two: blooming
blooming seasonality
seasonality
When planning out the planting pallet for phase one of the exterior design, we wanted to make sure that each season
brought color and blooms to the fri landscaping. We chose plants that were both drought resistant and that would bloom
throughout all four seasons to ensure curb appeal for years to come.

design phase
three
-bike parking, pathway, wall garden, mural site design-

phase
phase three:
three:

bike parking, permanent pathway, building facade art

way from the sidewalk of Orchard Park Drive to the ASUCD community garden. The pathway would be constructed from
decomposed granite (DG) because it is not only the most cost-effective type of informal walkway, but it is also sustained in phase 3 as it requires professional installation, and since the location of the current FRI is not permanent we felt it
fair to have completion at a later date in the event of relocation. In addition, we are planning to grow ivy on the front wall
of the building. Ivy will provide protection for the building, acting as a thermal shield by combating the extreme temperatures, which often cause walls to crack. We decided to have an ivy canopy because it is visually esthetic, and will help protect the old building. Ivy is also easy to maintain as it does not require much watering and trimming.
Moreover, we hope to have a local artist, preferably from UC Davis, to create a mural that encompasses the values of feminism and acknowledges that the FRI resides on stolen land. Sarah talked a lot about the recognition of the Patwin tribe,
and so we felt it important to incorporate her ideas. The decision to add a mural to the building was taken as it will grab
the attention of the community, and attract more people to the space. However, due to strict UC Davis campus regulaing at the back of the building. There is currently no designated parking for bicycles, and so in order to accomplish the
goal of creating an inclusive and safe space for the community, visitors and community members should be given a place
to park their bicycles. Incorporation of that component will conclude all three phases, and we believe will transform the
current space into one that will much better serve the community. -
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learned
collaborate with members of the community to create a design-based community
participation idea that is functional, meaningful, and respectful. Due to the success
space that is original, yet recognizes the work completed by the previous group? We
gained some background information about the FRI, and used some of the research
provided in the booklet created by the previous group last year. We ensured that our
design ideas were novel.

Over the course of 3 months we got to know each other, discussed project goals
and roles, designed several drafts for the space, rendered pictures of the building,
and created a scale model of the FRI building. What is a feminist space? We learned
that a feminist space welcomes individuals of all walks of life, no matter their color,
sexuality or religious beliefs, and acknowledges that the property was stolen from
Native Americans in the past. In this booklet, we explained in detail our process that
led to the completion of the project. We hope that our way of thinking will allow the
FRI to grow even beyond our 10-week timeline, and we believe that this booklet is a
step in the right direction as it was designed by the people for members of UC Davis.

This project has given me hands-on and real experiences that
will serve me well for the future. I learned that 10 weeks is not
enough time to accomplish everything, and that it is important
to get suggestions and ideas from the community we are
working with. One challenge I faced relates to the visual aspects of the project. Since I do not have experience using
photo editor applications such as Rhino, I could not help my
team members to create and render visuals. I was able to
complete a lot of the written portion of the booklet and help
implement phase 1. It has been an amazing experience working with seven talented and intelligent people, and being able
career.

- Natasha Khoo -

Something that stands out to me about this project
was designing for how others are going to use and
experience the space rather than what I think the
space should look like. Designers are outsiders in
communities and it is important to get to know a
space before intervening. Realistically, things take a
lot of time to get done. I liked working in a group dynamic, the outcome would have been way different if
we all worked alone.

- Alizarine Angulo -

Throughout the entire process of the FRI site analysis and
eventual design implementation, I found myself learning so
much about the design process and the nuances of working
with a large group over the past 10 weeks. Having a client to
meet with was one of the best learning experiences as it gave
insight into how to interpret the needs of different individuals
who will be using the site. It was also helpful that the FRI was
located near other communities, as we were able to receive
input into what future designs should look like from a multitude of community members. Having other group members
was a new and wonderful experience, as it created a sense of
comradery, and this project helped me immensely develop my
social and group work skills, skills that I hope to further develop and bring into future projects.

- Brianna Banks-McLeaning with a group of students, and I found it to be an extremely
valuable project to work on both for the design process,
communication, and group dynamics. Personally, I felt I
learned the most about my own process within the context
and constraints of our client the FRI. Balancing my own ideas
with that of the group, as well as the needs of the client was
new - as well as meaningful for my own growth. I found that
working with a site that had many contexts, stories, and connections to much larger societal movements was challenging,
but in a good way and it gave me a glimpse into what more
“real world” design scenarios may be.

- Celeste Stoker -

The FRI project was a better experience than I anticipated. As I
guish ourselves from last year's work, and the approach of how
eight of us will distribute the work. Were concerns that eventually became resolved. Personally, I was worried how a cis-male
would relate to feminism as what I was exposed to negative stereotypes like men hating ladies and that women can only be a
part of the movement. Exposure to selective issues that only
pertain to middle class and upper-class women were hard for
me to relate to. However, upon investigation I was exposed to
other issues of feminism that struck great interest in me as
Women in my family have experienced different layers of discrimination as women of color and coming from a working-class
background. Another avenue that I felt that I grew in experience
was using illustrator and Photoshop which I had very little experience at the start of the quarter. Even though my products were
renders of the project. With a group of eight members. There
include in our project. However, through many eyes and critiques
on different stages of the project. The end product is far more
exceptional.

- Neil Ospina It was a fun, hands on learning experience. I really appreciate
how our team worked together. Our deliverables are comprehensive and collaborative. I learned a lot about landscaping
and developing plans in real time. Hopefully we can continue
working with the Feminist Research Institute in the future!

- Genevieve Rose Basso -

This project taught me that sometimes you don’t need to
come up with a very fancy design to make your client
happy and a simple realistic design can do it all. This project wasn’t so materialistic and it was more about planting
some plants and creating some spaces by plants and
rocks. This helped me to understand some simple design
elements would do more than what we expect or imagine.

- Sahar Ghulam MohammadThis project, and all of its nuances, is unlike any other
design work or process I’ve engaged in, and it’s moved me.
First and foremost, this has been by far the most fruitful experience I’ve had within a group project setting; all of the
members in this group have been a treat to work and to toss
ideas back and forth with, and it’s shown me some more
effective ways to work toward the collective resolve. With
regards to the Feminist Research Institute as a client, if you
will, and the overall participatory process, it was not very
on-campus project where we saw the immediate results,
where those results are primarily driven by being deeply engaged with the needs, wants, and other considerations of
the client/shareholders. In hindsight, it seems as though this
ought to be a very normal way of going about design projects. I think the only thing I wish was different about this
project was the allotted amount of time; it felt too short for
what we wanted to accomplish, and it’s hoped that this process can continue further come the near future.

- Kenneth Sanhueza-
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