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MEET THE SLLC GROUP MEMBERS 

I’m a fourth year student in the SED program. I bring skills in 
project research and organization, and am looking to continue 
developing my graphic skills on this project. 
I’m excited to engage with the social sustainability aspect of 
the SLLC, as I develop my own skills in project management 
and meeting organization. I hope to contribute to the expanding 
vision of the SLLC through positive and focused community 
organization efforts. I’m hoping to contribute positively to the organization efforts. I’m hoping to contribute positively to the 
long term sustainability and education goals of the SLLC, and 
working with the community that I call home.

I am currently a 4th year SED major student. I have 
experience with designing for projects using maps and 
rendering. I am familiar with Adobe products such as 
Photoshop and Indesign. I am also familiar with 3d modeling 
with the software Blender. 
I am hoping to learn about how participation of community I am hoping to learn about how participation of community 
members can affect the design process.

I am a fourth year SED student. I will be working as the 
communication lead for this team.
I hope to get from this experience a better 
understanding of how the SLLC works, stronger com-
munity communication skills, and a lasting positive effect 
as the result of this project. 

I am a fourth year SED student. I am confident in my organizational 
and marketing skills. I am also confident in my design skills and 
have great attention to detail.
I hope this project will teach me how to collect data and 
information from community members, in order to use it as a information from community members, in order to use it as a 
means for engaging a wider community. The SLLC is currently 
under utilized and widely unrecognized. I would like to design for 
ways that the local community utilizes the SLLC more often as a 
communal and recreational space.

I am a 3rd year SED student. I have skills in hand drawing, brain-
storming designs, and taking down notes. My role for this project 
will be the notetaker.
What I hope to get from this experience is public outreach skills 
and chances to get in touch with the community I’m working with. 

I am currently a 4th year SED  student. I can help with GIS and 
CAD programs to create floor plans. I can also use Rhino to do 
3D modeling, and also know how to use Adobe softwares.
I hope I can learn how to design accessibility systems and 
structures, as this is a new part of my design studies and feels 
incredibly important.

I am a 4th year SED major student. I can fluently use software 
such as AutoCAD, ArcPro GIS and Microsoft Office softwares. I 
can render 2D plan and 3D models in AutoCAD and also render on 
Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator.I am also good at researching and 
designing; I can organize information and contribute new ideas. 
I want to learn public speaking and the communication skills from 
this project.

I am currently a 3rd year SED major student. I have skills in 
writing and editing, and I also have experiences in digital graphic 
skills. I’m familiar with Photoshop and AutoCAD. 
I hope to learn about both communication and design skills,  and 
how to work with community members during this process.

I’m a 4th year SED student. I have experience with public 
speaking, writing and editing, research, and physical drawing. 
I will be working as the outreach and interview lead for the 
team. 
I’m excited to learn how our group can best facilitate a design I’m excited to learn how our group can best facilitate a design 
approach to understand how the SLLC can benefit the com-
munities they serve as well as preparing an updated map for 
the resources provided.



The community partner for this team is the Sustainable Living 
and Learning Communities organization (SLLC). The SLLC is 
a student led initiative composed of many organizations 
including: the Student Farm, Project Compost, the Domes 
Cooperative (associated with the the Tri-Cooperatives), the Cooperative (associated with the the Tri-Cooperatives), the 
ASUCD Gardens, the D-Lab, the Back 40, the Bee Sanctuary, 
The Woods, and the Fruit Forest. These groups together exist 
to promote and engage social sustainability practices in the 
UC Davis community. These organizations all exist on the 
same site, and therefore accessibility efforts could connect 
many of these organizations together.The SLLC is focused in 
efforts on education surrounding social and environmental efforts on education surrounding social and environmental 
sustainability, as well as the creation of community. This is all 
achieved through the promotion of training in these areas, and 
hands on opportunities throughout the organizations to gain 

Our mission is to...
…act as a resource for the SLLC to achieve their goals through 
engagement with their sites and educating a broad audience
…utilize the power of participatory engagement to guide future design 
decisions

About SLLC:

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Goals:

Mission Statement: How we’ll get there:

The specific goals for this project include updating and 
digitizing the drawings of the space, which ultimately 
helps people engage with it. Additionally, a survey will 
be conducted with community member input regarding 
the state of accessibility in the space, with other 
potential solutions exhibited through maps and 
drawings. By re-energizing the master plans for the drawings. By re-energizing the master plans for the 
SLLC communities, as well as envisioning a more 
accessible collective space, our group hopes to 
contribute to the SLLC’s foundational  ideas around 
strengthening the relationship between the land and 
the people who engage with it.
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VISUAL OBSERVATIONS

Each garden 
plot is 
unique to 
the owner

broken glass

broken glass

different
vegetation

new apt. 
under 
construction

domes show
some wear

bare trees

community 
space

lush 
vegetation

Individual 
Garden Plots 
of land are 
20x10' wide. 
Usually seper-
ated by chick-
en wire. 

Current Pathway needs to be 
widened and compacted to 
allow for access of wheelchairs 
and service vehicles 

This sketch shows a sign I found behind 
the EC Garden.
From the sign, we know that there are 
some wild animals appearing in this area.
The drawing on the sign gives me a sense 
of welcome, which is beautiful as well.

Directional 
signage is 
very useful!

Peaceful 
lounging 
area be-
tween gar-
dens and 
chicken 
coop

Wild grasses 
cover the 
entire site. 
Trampled 
grasses are a 
physical trace 
that show us 
where acceswhere acces-
sibility is 
needed 

Signage

Gravel 
Road

The sketch I drew is 
the signage of the 
EC garden in the 
SLLC. It is located in 
the Baggins End 
Domes. There are 
also greenhouses 
next to the EC next to the EC 
garden. The place is 
easy to find with the 
map we drew, we 
can enter the garden 
with the Orchard 
Park Dr. 

This is one of the 
sections of the domes. sections of the domes. 
The leading of the 
pathway by stones and 
grass surrounded the 
house giving a feeling 
of camping, the shade 
provided by the tree 
helping the house stay helping the house stay 
cool 

I drew the chicken 
coop from the eco 
garden. It was 
nice to see a 
corner of the 
garden dedicated 
to the chickens. 
Seeing animals in Seeing animals in 
the space also 
provides a sense 
of warmth and 
comfort.

This is a sculpture in 
the garden near The 
Woods. It is made of 
bicycle wheels. It 
makes the entire envi-
ronment more artistic.

BACK 40/DOMES

SIGNAGE

STUDENT FARM/SOUTH ENTRY 
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Andrea G. 

Zheqing Z.

Carey Z. 
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Yin H. Zheqing Z.
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RELATIONSHIP
MAP



Continuing to gather information from 
stakeholders via personal interview(s)

Develop relationships with stakeholders from 
each community

Continuing to catalog physical and behavioral 
traces from site visits 

Get in contact with the student disability centerGet in contact with the student disability center

How do we make the space inclusive beyond physical accessibility?

What pathway designs will meet the needs of the community and our 
community representatives?

We have been largely communicating with Ben and Karl–representatives 
of the SLLC and ACUSD projects; how should our first larger 
stakeholder meeting be structured?

-Should we include other university entities such as facilities and -Should we include other university entities such as facilities and 
grounds; since these organizations are ultimately the primary 
maintainers of the space? 

Should we attempt a site visit with a representative from the Student 
Disability Center?

-How should we format the survey? What questions should we ask? 
Who will receive them? 

How do campus planners fit within the framework of this project? What How do campus planners fit within the framework of this project? What 
is the relationship between the SLLC and campus planning department?
 
How will our proposed changes affect long term management and 
landscaping? 

EMERGING THEMES:

QUESTIONS FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY PARTNER: LISTENING METHODS:

COMMUNITY CHECK IN 

Sustainability
Community 
Inclusivity

Public vs Private space
Accessibility

Experiential Education 
Adjusted Growth for the SLLC Adjusted Growth for the SLLC 
Long term Stewardship  





Project Goals (Deliverables) 

Add Pathways 
ADA Accessible Paths 
Service Roads (Emergency Vehicle Access) 
Interpretive walking path (signs + maps) 

Pathway Access to: 
North and East Main entrances
Tool Shed 
Chicken Coop   

 Add Lighting 
Along Pathways 
Above gardens (To allow gardeners to garden at night) 

Create a welcoming entrance 
Welcome Arch 
Map of SLLC
Informational Signage about SLLC  

Map Legend that specifies necessary details  

Create an updated plan for the SLLC. On this plan we will include the
criteria listed below: 

1.
a.
b.
c.

2.
a.
b.
c.

3.
a.
b.

4.
a.
b.
c.

5.

Strategies

Creating a rough draft of the large scale map
Getting feedback from multiple stakeholders
Coming back with modified plans
Incorporating new ideas in each iteration

Researching ADA laws
Finding the exact specification needed for paths
Figuring out how to expand old paths and create new ones that
meet ADA criteria and our partner's needs
Create multiple options at different price points and include
example price breakdowns

Finalize our deliverables
Create a map, multiple section drawings, and a written
recommendation report
Make sure all renderings are accurate and aestheticly pleasing
Include all requested information and material, including what
may be asked for in the future

Going forward we plan to work closely with our community contact to
create multiple drafts of our final deliverable. This process will include:

1.
a.
b.
c.

2.
a.
b.

c.

3.
a.

b.
c.



OUR PROCESS
Our first step was to break into sub 
groups with clear goals to make 
creating our deliverables easier. We 
decided to create a research team and 
a design team.

Research team:
researched needed background 
information including ADA guidelines information including ADA guidelines 
and cost of materials
Wrote the document explaining our 
plan and sections
Completed and updated the required 
boards

Design team
Finalized the placement of pathwaysFinalized the placement of pathways
 in an accurate placemaking map,
sections, and signs 

Research:
Brooke Harrington
Katrina Lau
Andrea Gunnarson
Carey Zhang

Design:
Chuwei Ni
Liv Hogan
Rachel Kirylo
Yin He
Kelly Zhang



STAKEHOLDER WALKTHROUGH
To gain feedback on our process from the 
community, a walkthrough was hosted.

Members present:
 
Suraya Akhenaton - The Woods
Isaac Trejo - Food Justice Initiative 
Kaitlin Oki - SCHA, Domes, and Back Kaitlin Oki - SCHA, Domes, and Back 
40/Bee Sanctuary
Karl Zahlhaas Liebner - ASCUD 
Gardens and Project Compost 
Ben Pearl -  Community Partner

During this meeting we gave each 
Stakeholder a clipboard, a plan of the Stakeholder a clipboard, a plan of the 
proposed pathways, and a form asking 
them for any feedback during the 
meeting 



Based on information gained at the walkthrough, stakeholders 
confirmed need for accessible pathway running N/S and E/W, 
need for trashcans, lighting, and community space



SPECIFIC FEEDBACK
-Consider filling ditches and potholes 
-Proposed crosswalk connecting 
Orchard Park construction to bike 
parking 

-Keep in mind fire accessibility 

-Mulched barrier around Food Justice Area

-Windy/curvy pathways meandering through -Windy/curvy pathways meandering through 
Domes/Back 40/Bee 
Sanctuary and greenhouse

-Fencing vs. Hedgerow along north sidewalk 
enclosing The Domes 

-Paved access points all around greenhouse 
(min 6ft pavement along perimeter) 

-East/West pathways could be narrower -East/West pathways could be narrower 
without compromising vehicle use

-Formalizing seating area in front of EG east 
entrance w/ shade arbor and decomposed 
granite 

-Domies shared about increased need for 
privacy 

incorperated
by

-We moved the north 
entrance

-Added more DG areas around 
buildings

-Made tertiary pathways more 
organic

-Made main path 10' wide, -Made main path 10' wide, 
secondary paths 6' wide, and 
tertiary paths 3' wide
 
-Designed more gathering 
areas

-Avoided emphasizing 
entrance near Domesentrance near Domes

-Advocated for student lead 
maintenance teams

-Added paved pathway 
surrounding the greenhouse
 
-Incorporated DG pavement -Incorporated DG pavement 
into the current gathering 
space located in front of the 
East entrance to the SLLC 



FINAL DELIVERABLES:

2 Site Sections (North and East Entrance)

Accessiblity Pathway Map (N/S & E/W)

ADA Recommendation Document

Signage for: The Domes, The ASUCD Gardens, The Bee 
Sanctuary, The Woods, North Entry 

2 3D Renders (North and East Entrance)



PROPOSED 
PATHWAY
MAP



SITE SECTIONS:
North Entrance

East Entrance



PERSPECTIVES
East Entrance

North Entrance



SIGNAGE



ACCESSIBILITY DOCUMENT



GROUP REFLECTION PART ONE
Zheqing Zhang:
After working on this project, I have a clearer understanding After working on this project, I have a clearer understanding 
about what SED majors do. Throughout the process, I was able 
to apply knowledge I learned in class about how to communi-
cate with clients and come up with design ideas to meet their 
needs. One suggestion I would give for others is that making 
schedules to make sure every work can be done before dead-
lines and listing out everyone’s responsibilities can make the 
design process more efficient.

Brooke:
This class (in addition to LDA 140) has restored my confidence This class (in addition to LDA 140) has restored my confidence 
in my decision to major in SED. I have a clearer understanding 
about the “community participation” aspect of being a designer, 
and working with clients in a group setting is much more mean-
ingful to me than drawing plan view, section-elevations, and the 
other forms of coursework I’ve encountered in my preparatory 
LDA classes. I feel like I wasn’t able to commit fully to this class 
(due to personal/pandemic induced reasons), and there are (due to personal/pandemic induced reasons), and there are 
some areas that I wish I could’ve been more able to perform in 
(like turning in my journals on time)-- but overall I’m very sat-
isfied with my experience taking this class. 

Carey:
From this project, I find a long-term Landscape planning is imFrom this project, I find a long-term Landscape planning is im-
portant to begin the continuous sustainable development. A 
good beginning and following management can lead the plan-
ning process running smoothly. Creative design and planning 
are important, but the maintenance is also necessary and re-
quired for the land.

Chuwei:
I think this class helps me to understand problems from other I think this class helps me to understand problems from other 
perspectives than designers. It is important for me to think 
about how my design can help the community. I think that is 
the goal of a SED major student. In this whole process, I can 
connect the knowledge from the book to real life design work. I 
think based on the experience, a group leader really can help 
the project go better.

Andrea:
Working on this project has helped me realize why I chose SED Working on this project has helped me realize why I chose SED 
as a major. I found it incredibly fulfilling to be able to do a 
project that I consider to be part of my community (UC Davis 
campus). I felt like this project really pushed me as a designer 
and I was able to learn new communication skills and was able 
to learn how real world projects operate. I feel like our group 
worked really well together and I hope that I can use this expe-
rience to make future team projects just as successful. rience to make future team projects just as successful. 

Yin:
I think this project really cleared my confusion about what I I think this project really cleared my confusion about what I 
should/can do with my SED major. I learned how to communicate 
with the client and how a design project process works in real life. 
It's hard to meet the needs of everyone so decision making about 
what should be changed for the project is important. One of the 
suggestions that I think will help is to make a schedule that set the 
deadlines for when the item needs to be done. 



GROUP REFLECTION PART TWO
Katrina: 
This class helped me realize that there is more than one route I This class helped me realize that there is more than one route I 
can take with my SED major. The group project showed me 
that there are many different roles that can exist within a design 
team, and each one of them is important. Before this experi-
ence, I was a bit unsure of my major because I didn’t like using 
AutoCAD and couldn’t see myself as a landscape designer. 
However, this experience helped me learn how much I enjoy the 
community participation side of things and brainstorming ideas community participation side of things and brainstorming ideas 
rather than physically drafting out deliverables. So now, I know 
there is a role for me to do that as part of a team. I believe our 
group worked really well together because we acknowledged 
each of our strengths and communicated effectively with one 
another.

Liv:
I think that matching the team’s imagination with the concrete I think that matching the team’s imagination with the concrete 
goals and visions of the community partner was one of the best 
learning experiences for this project. Finding out what those 
concrete goals are, from as many stakeholders as possible was 
one of the more challenging aspects of the project. Working to-
gether was an extremely valuable experience in equitably split-
ting work. 

Rachel:
This class gave me a fond understanding of what participatory 
design is. I also took DES127A - Sustainable Design this 
quarter, and these courses together gave me a tremendous 
appreciation of how important participatory design really is. appreciation of how important participatory design really is. 
Overall our group learned a lot about how difficult it is to get 
stakeholders involved, but how important it is to get stakeholder 
feedback because that greatly impacts the overall design pro-
cess and product. Overall our group worked well together. Once 
we summarized the stakeholders feedback we were able to set 
our goals, split into two teams, and assign tasks. On week 5 
we made a daily agenda that really helped que our to-do items we made a daily agenda that really helped que our to-do items 
and pace ourselves through the remainder of the project. Doing 
this helped make it less stressful as everyone participated 
equally and the workload was distributed pretty evenly. Overall I 
am very happy with the product we produced and the process 
we used to get there! I think group work definitely takes pa-
tience and practice, but can be very effective if done properly! 
My biggest suggestion to any group doing this process in the 
future is to reach out to stakeholders and make that weekly 
agenda ASAP! 



Successes:
Our community partner expressed
the usefulness of the deliverables;
this was the primary goal (to 
help the vision planning of the 
SLLC)

Challenges:
Delegation among such a large 
team remained a hardship through
out the project. Moving forward, 
designated (but flexbile) roles 
would help alleiviate this stressor.

Engaging/contacting stakeholdersEngaging/contacting stakeholders
is a complicated process and 
should be given time to happen.

LESSONS & MOVING FORWARD

Communication: 
The importance of communication 
cannot be understated; both 
within the design team and with 
the community members. 
Clear goals, and refining these 
goals as things inevitably change, goals as things inevitably change, 
is critical to the success of 
deliverables. 
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